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The story we tell about prevention goes like this:
In a small village there are fisherman throwing
their nets in the water by the side of a river when
suddenly a child come floating by screaming for
help. One of the fishermen jumps in the water
and saves her but then there is another and
another. All the fishermen jump in the water and
valiantly save the children.

In the midst of the rescues, one fisherman walks
away. After a time, the children stop floating
down the river and the fisherman who walked
away comes back. He was confronted angrily

by the other fishermen who ask how he could
leave when they needed him desperately? The
fisherman who walked away responded: “I
wondered why all the kids were falling in the river,
so | decided to go upstream and see what was
happening. What | found was a bridge with some
planks missing. The kids were trying to jump over
the gap and were falling in the river. | gathered
up some neighbors, and we fixed the bridge.”

STARTING

At the Idaho Children’s Trust Fund, our job is
going upstream to fix the bridge. We support
efforts throughout Idaho that go upstream to
sfrengthen families and communities to prevent
child abuse and neglect before they ever occur.
I like this story particularly because it centers

a river—the lifeblood of Idaho. We fund vital
family support work and provide education in
communities along the Snake, the Clearwater, the
Portneuf, the Salmon, the Boise and the Coeur
d'Alene Rivers.

Our upstream work includes funding family
resource centers, home visiting and parent
support and education programs, training to
prevent child sexual abuse, abusive head trauma,
and education around brain development, ACES
and Positive Childhood Experiences and engaging
with parents through parent cafes, summits and
fatherhood groups. When we go upstream, we
sfrengthen families and communities and prevent
child abuse and neglect before it occurs.

- ROGER SHERMAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Training is at the core of the work that the Idaho
Children’s Trust Fund does year after year. Training
helps organizations implement best practices fo provide
the best support o the constituencies they serve. ICTF
stays on fop of the research and training opportunities
happening throughout the country so that we can bring
them to groups working in communities throughout

|daho.

The Strengthening Families Training Institute is our
largest fraining event focused on preventing child
abuse and neglect held every year in March. This year
Dr. Charlyn Harper Browne, a primary researcher and
national expert on the Strengthening Families and the
Healthy Outcomes from Positive Experiences (HOPE)
frameworks, presented the
keynote. Qver 250
people from
throughout

Idaho attended 20 workshops presented by Idaho
experts and a final panel presentation by a group from
American Falls who have built a strong community
support system based on their Read Talk Play initiative.
The Idaho Association for the Education of Young
Children received the Ed VanDusen Award which is
given each year to an organization that exemplifies
extraordinary focus on prevention.

Throughout the year organizations were trained to
prevent child sexual abuse and Abusive Head Trauma
(formerly Shaken Baby Syndrome). Numerous
organizations also learned about brain development
and the impacts of both positive and negative childhood
experiences on lifelong behavioral and physical

health. These training are tied fo concrete practices

fo intentionally build PCEs or positive childhood
experiences to mitigate and prevent trauma.

SFTi

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES

TRAINING INSTITUTE
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ICTFE grants
overdll served
7,830 people
throughout
Idaho.
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In 2025 ICTE
sponsored
36 podcasts
with Idaho
experts




While the river
babbles we're
busy

Three Family
Resource
Centers served

1,434 people
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Start at the

Prevent Child Abuse

Idaho"

together

P.0. Box 2015, Boise, ID 83701 ‘ idahochildrenstrustfund.org ‘ Ph: 208.386.9317 ICTF is the Idaho affiliate of Prevent Child Abuse America %

sharing our resource:
April is Strengthening Families Month

<8
A

“7’.‘

Preventing Child Abuse In Idaho

To focus attention on what we want to build rather than what we want fo stop, ldaho has joined
several states around the country in establishing Strengthening Families Month to replace Child
Abuse Prevention Month. Strong families and supportive communities are the backbone of
prevention and the work that we promote through our training and our funding. ICTF coordinates
regional acfivities and provides funding to support Strengthening Families Month.
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As we reflect on the past year, the Idaho Children’s Trust Fund recognizes the meaningful progress
made across our state to strengthen families and prevent child abuse. Despite ongoing challenges and
divisions in our broader environment, the Trust Fund and its partners continued to advance evidence-
based strategies, invest in community-driven initiatives, and support programs that help Idaho families
thrive. This collective work reinforces a simple fruth: prevention is most effective when communities come
together with a shared commitment to children’s well-being.

message

Even in difficult times, the efforts supported by the Trust Fund show what is possible when policy, funding,
and local leadership align around empathy, resilience, and connection. The impact is visible in stronger
support networks, improved family stability, and safer environments for Idaho's children.

Thank you to our partners, grantees, advocates, and communities for advancing this mission and helping
build a safer, stronger Idaho for all children.

- Brenda Stanley, Board President

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?

I PREVENTION EDUCATION AND TRAINING
I GRANTS TO COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
I ADMINISTRATION

I PUBLIC AWARENESS AND OUTREACH

B COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND POLICY

WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM?

Revenues: Grants and Donations $881 ,531 E (50% of donations received through the state income fax form

i are used for prevention work; 50% goes fo an interest bearing
Earned Revenue and Interest $88162] © trust fund. Interest earned on the trust also supports prevention.)

$970,] 52 | ‘osof July, 2025. Details available upon request

Created by the Idaho Legislature in 1985, the Idaho Children’s Trust Fund is governed by a fen member
board of directors appointed by the Governor and representing every region of the state as well as the offices e

of the State Department of Education, the Attorney General and the Department of Health and Welfare. st e ol of P

to all who made donations to the Idaho Children’s Trust Fund in 2025!




