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WE’RE TAKING 
ACTION TO 
PREVENT 
CHILD ABUSE 
AND NEGLECT 
WHEN…



…�we practice what we learn
The essence of prevention is taking 
actions that make something 
less likely to happen.  Clearing 
the brush away from your home 
in a fire-prone area reduces the 
chance that your house will burn.  
Building levees limits the likelihood 
of flooding.  Brushing your teeth 
prevents tooth decay.  

What actions can we take to 
prevent child abuse and neglect 
before it happens?   We can 
help our own children, and 
other children we interact with 
as teachers, coaches, childcare 
workers and Sunday school 
teachers, learn how to have 
healthy relationships.  Model 
them.  Create opportunities for 
kids to work out disputes in a 
civil manner.  When we learn 
these skills early, our adult skills 
will be in place to communicate 
effectively with our spouses and 
children--avoiding violence in 
resolving differences.  

When we learn about grooming 
techniques that perpetrators of 
child sexual abuse use to gain the 
trust of children and their parents, 
we can avoid being fooled or 
looking the other way.  This allows 
us to prevent abuse before it 
happens in the first place.  

We can encourage people (and 
ourselves) to ask for help when 
they/we need it.  Too often parents 
who are struggling with addiction, 
financial problems or mental 
illness don’t ask for help until 
things have fallen apart and it is 
harder to repair.  Let’s let people 
know that asking for help is a 

strength—especially when it helps 
our children.  

And we know prevention works.  
Seatbelts have saved countless 
lives.  Car seats too.  We are no 
longer exposed to secondhand 
smoke pretty much anywhere 
and fewer people are smoking 
cigarettes. Drunk driving is no 
longer tolerated.   People have 
changed social norms.  It’s time to 
do the same with child abuse and 
neglect.

    – �ROGER SHERMAN, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



The Trust Fund’s newest initiative is supporting development of 
community-based resource hubs called Family Resource Centers 
(FRCs). FRCs are community-based organizations that strengthen 
and provide support to families and promote health and well-
being. They can provide services like parent education, peer 
support, connection to resources, library services, employment 
assistance, legal advice, and more. In addition to ongoing 
support for community schools, Idaho Children’s Trust Fund began 
supporting three Family Resource Centers in Idaho this past year.

Ignite Idaho Family Resource Center in McCall and is co-
located with the community’s Assessment Center. Ignite is growing 
a robust, cross-sector network of community partnerships that 
serve the needs of families. They are eliminating barriers and 
reducing stress by providing weekend resources to families, 
transforming service delivery to be strengths-based and trauma-
informed while meeting the needs of families in their community 
in a non-stigmatizing way. 

United Way of Eastern Idaho, based in Idaho Falls, has 
developed a Mobile Family Resource Center and leveraged 
their school partnerships to serve rural communities throughout 
eastern Idaho. At these events they provide a meal for families, 

STEM activities and books for kids. The Mobile FRC continues to 
broaden their reach into more rural areas of Idaho as well as 
increasing community partnerships and participation. At Rigby 
Middle School, for example, they had 150 people in attendance 
and featured parenting workshops and networking opportunities, 
demonstrating their commitment to fostering a sense of community 
and collaboration. 

Family Advocates recently opened their Family Resiliency Center 
in a newly renovated building in Garden City. Their Resiliency 
Center is based in the strong work they have been doing through 
the Family Strengthening Education Program (FSEP).  The FSEP 
provides parenting education concurrently with youth development 
courses based in the Protective Factors Framework as well as 
concrete resources to families. Family Advocates is working to 
develop a Parent Advisory Committee to include parent voice in 
program planning and implementation.  

As you can see from these descriptions, if you’ve seen one Family 
Resource Center, you’ve seen one Family Resource Center.   Every 
FRC looks a little different. They are customizable to meet the 
needs of the families and communities they serve. 

…�we build community-based 
models



...�we work statewide

The Nez Perce Tribe which served 297 people through 
their parenting and culture classes on their Lapwai reservation. 
Using the Linking Generations curriculum, adapted from 
Fatherhood/Motherhood is Sacred, the program connects 
parents and families to their native heritage linking past and 
future generations. Participants sewed moccasins, built hand 
drums, and made soap, fry bread, and jewelry, while learning 
important parenting lessons.   

Gooding Library provided parenting workshops to 
strengthen families and build community connections. They 
are serving rural populations, single fathers, ethnic minorities, 
families with hearing impairments, people struggling with 
mental illness, and grandparents. The biggest challenge 
they’ve faced is that more people have attended the workshops 
than originally anticipated; a wonderful problem to have! 

Bannock Youth Foundation (BYF) in Pocatello reached 300 
families, 600 adults, and 250 children with their community 
outreach events.  They educated doctor’s offices and hospitals 
on how to prevent abusive head trauma. They served 89 adults 
and 96 children through their Nurturing Parenting Playgroups. 
BYF helped parents create a plan to soothe crying babies 
and themselves while preventing abusive head trauma. The 
playgroups have helped parents connect, strengthening social 
connections and reducing isolation.
 
 

Advocates Against Family Violence in Caldwell and Upper 
Valley Child Advocacy Center in Rigby lead by example when 
it comes to community outreach and training. AAFV facilitated 
19 parenting classes, hosted 4 Darkness to Light child sexual 
abuse prevention trainings, and held 14 family and community 
social events. Families were provided take home kits of activities. 
Upper Valley CAC provided 6 child abuse prevention trainings 
to parents, teachers, and community members and served 127 
adults. They trained various groups in southeast Idaho in HOPE 
(Healthy Outcomes from Positive Experiences) and Stewards of 
Children Sexual Abuse Prevention trainings.   

The Mahoney House in Salmon partnered with the Salmon 
School District to provide 48 distinct lessons to students in 3rd 
through 8th grades to teach responsibility, nurturing positive 
relationships, vulnerability and managing emotions, self-
reflection, goal setting, gratitude and more. The ripple effect 
of these lessons is strengthening the community by facilitating 
conversations and activities between youth and their families.

Idaho Children’s Trust Fund leads a statewide Community 
of Practice called HOPE Conquers ACEs: Healthy Outcomes from 
Positive Experiences Conquers Adverse Childhood Experiences. 
This effort is connected to the larger, national HOPE movement. 
18 multidisciplinary trainers statewide provided over 40 trainings 
that reached over 700 people in 15 different locations from many 
family serving sectors!

There are many ways that community organizations have stepped up to take action and 

prevent child abuse and neglect. This year Idaho Children’s Trust Fund funded ten annual 

grantees, five multiyear grantees, and three family resource center grantees. These included:



…�we reach families in every corner 
of the state

Windemere Real Estate agents in Coeur d’Alene 
join efforts to prevent child abuse

Lt Governor Scott Bedke reads proclamation to 
kick off Child Abuse Prevention month

Super hero march in Nampa

Planting Pinwheels in the snow in McCall

Judge Bryan Murray Planting 
Pinwheels in PocatelloPlowing the ground for Prevention in eastern Idaho

Wear Blue Day at Southeast Idaho 
Public Health



P.O. Box 2015, Boise, ID 83701      

ICTF is the Idaho affiliate of  
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Since 2010, the board of the Idaho Children’s Trust 
Fund has presented an award to honor the memory 
and legacy of Ed Van Dusen, who was the person most 
responsible for shepherding the legislation that created 
the Trust Fund in 1985. 
 
This year’s recipient, chosen by the Trust Fund’s board, 
was the Idaho Coalition for 
Community Schools.   The 
Coalition is a group of Community 
Schools practitioners, leaders, and 
partners who are committed to 
promoting the Community School 
strategy throughout the state of 
Idaho. Their purpose is to provide 
a means for local and state 
community schools stakeholders to 
connect, deepen knowledge and 
skills, and advocate for supportive 
policies. 

This past year, the Coalition, through the United Way 
of the Treasure Valley, received a five-year $46 million 
grant from the federal Department of Education. This will 
allow the expansion of community schools in rural areas 

of Idaho. The community schools strategy aligns well 
with the our efforts to prevent child abuse and neglect 
by providing concrete and other supports to families.  
Anecdotally, it appears that when community schools can 
provide concrete supports of food, clothing, some health 
care and support for parenting, fewer calls need to be 
made to child protection.  

In 2016, the Idaho Children’s Trust 
Fund Board began a tradition to 
recognize people and groups who 
have made significant contributions 
in the past year. The Pinwheel 
Awardees for 2023 are: 

Children’s Village in Coeur 
d’Alene, the Idaho Chapter 
of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, Lakeside Pediatrics in 

Coeur d’Alene, the Nez Perce Child Support Program 
in Lapwai, and two retiring members of the ICTF Board 
of Directors, Richard Jurvelin from Coeur d’Alene who 
has represented Region 1 and Cheryl George from 
Boise, who had been representing the Attorney General.  

Winner of the 2024  
Ed Van Dusen Legacy Award

…�we recognize those who are 
doing the work



…�we learn what it takes to 
make a difference

Lane County, Oregon has a story to tell about 
developing community capacity to prevent child 
abuse and neglect. As the keynote speaker for 
our 25th annual Strengthening Families Training 
Institute, Dr. Jeff Todahl, co-founder of the 
Center for Prevention of Abuse and Neglect at 
the University of Oregon, told us about the work 
they’re doing to reduce child abuse and neglect by 
90% by 2030.  Called the 90 by 30 Project, it aims 
to change the way a whole community deals with 
prevention through a series of strategies including 
parent cafes, prevention education and a program 
called Roots of Empathy, which involve community 
members from all segments of society.  

SFTI participants were particularly intrigued with 
Roots of Empathy, a classroom-based program 
in which an infant is the “teacher.” Through 
observation of the infant and caregiver over a 
series of visits and the curriculum provided by a 
trained instructor, students develop empathy and 
change the culture of their school. Research shows 

that Roots of Empathy reduces bullying, increases 
sharing, caring, and inclusion, and promotes 
resilience.  

Dr. Todahl got us off to a good start.  He was 
followed by 20 workshops from Idaho experts 
in the field focusing on a wide variety of topics 
including prevention of child sexual abuse, 
community schools development, the Indian Child 
Welfare Act, using protective factors and lots more.  

We closed this year’s SFTI with a facilitated panel 
of relatives from diverse backgrounds raising 
their grandchildren or their siblings’ children.  
The panelists highlighted both the joys families 
experience and the challenges they face. They also 
helped us to understand what they wish others 
knew to help better support them. 

People left both inspired and ready to act to 
strengthen families’ ability to create a thriving 
environment for their children.  

“Dr. Todahl raised great questions. This is a very tough and complex 
problem with no easy answers.”— A CONFERENCE PARTICIPANT



W H E R E  D O E S  T H E  M O N E Y  C O M E  F R O M ?

r e v e n u e s :

PREVENTION EDUCATION  
AND TRAINING 
GRANTS TO COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS
ADMINISTRATION  
PUBLIC AWARENESS AND 
OUTREACH
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  
AND POLICY

W H E R E  D O E S  T H E  M O N E Y  G O ?

T H A N K  Y O U
to all who made donations 

to the Idaho Children’s 
Trust Fund in 2024!

Created by the Idaho Legislature in 
1985, the Idaho Children’s Trust Fund 
is governed by a ten member board of 
directors appointed by the Governor 
and representing every region of 
the state as well as the offices of the 
State Department of Education, the 
Attorney General and the Department 
of Health and Welfare.  

The Idaho Children’s Trust Fund is the state 
affiliate of Prevent Child Abuse America

Every child deserves a safe, nurturing environment to 
grow and thrive. Preventing child abuse and neglect starts 
with action—small steps that lead to profound change.
Start by sharing your passion—your belief in the power of 
prevention can inspire others to join you. Educate friends, 
family, and colleagues about the signs of abuse and the 
importance of early intervention.

Lead by example. Share stories of hope and resilience—
reminders that even small efforts can make a big 
difference in a child’s life.

Create opportunities for involvement. Invite others to join 
community events, attend workshops, or support local 

organizations focused on child protection. Show them 
that taking action doesn’t require grand gestures; it’s 
about consistent, compassionate efforts that add up.
Above all, foster a sense of collective purpose. Emphasize 
that ending child abuse and neglect isn’t the responsibility 
of a few—it’s a mission we all share.

When we unite in purpose, we create a ripple effect of 
hope and healing. Together, we can build a future where 
every child feels loved, valued, and safe. Take action 
today—because protecting children isn’t just a duty; it’s a 
promise to the future.

– Brenda Stanley, Board President 

President’s Message
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*as of July, 2024. Details available upon request.

(50% of donations received through the state  
income tax form are used for prevention 
work; 50% goes to an interest bearing trust 
fund. Interest earned on the trust also  
supports prevention.)

Grants and Donations...............$881,179 
Earned Revenue and Interest.... $150,922  
Total...................................... $1,032,101  


